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Genealogy Resource Library

From: Fairfield Museum [fairfieldmus@truvista.net]
Sent: Friday, January 02, 2015 11:42 PM
To: 'Suzanne Johnson'; 'Steven White'
Cc: 'Eddie Killian'

Subject: RE: Fairfield County Mortgage Records in the SO State Archives

It is a universal problem as there are no funds for preservation and maintenance. That is why Iam glad we at least have
some of them in the museum. SCDAH came up here years ago and went through the ones in the attic and told me that,
although they are local records and historically important, their resources make them have to prioritize the importance
of records and they took a goodly number of them to Cola. This has been a part of the discussion over getting us a
decently sized genealogy building with archival space.

From: Suzanne Johnson [mailto:spjboro@msn.com]
Sent: Friday, January 02, 2015 4:49 PM
To: Steven White; Pelham Lyies
Cc: Eddie Killian

Subject: RE: Fairfield County Mortgage Records in the SC State Archives

Ifthe county is holding the records in a repository other than the Museum, I doubt if there is an inventory.
They tend to just think of them as "old books". I have no idea of who to approach. Sorry...

Date: Fri, 2 Jan 2015 13:12:19 -0500

Subject: Re: Fairfield County Mortgage Records in the SCState Archives
From: elenchikos@gmail.com

To: fairfieldmus(5)truvista.net

CC: spiboro@msn.com: fairfieldgenealogv@truvista.net

Iam unsure what to do. Does anybody know any way to find out whether the county has any kind of inventory
of what records are where and, if so, is the information accessible to the public? Ifthe county doesn't even
know what it has, then that is something that appears to need addressing. At the archives's website, one is
able to find out exactly what their holdings are. Surely, somebody with the county has this information.

I don't know who to call or whether to call anyone. I would need to know more about the actual situation in
the county to have an idea of how to approach this.

On Fri, Jan 2, 2015 at 11:10 AM, Fairfield Museum <fairfieldmus@truvista.net> wrote:
Steve, Call Eddie at the museum 635=9811. I have the flu and can barely talk. I'll copy this to him and to Suzanne.

-P

From: Steven White fmailto:elenchikos@amail.com1

Sent: Friday, January 02, 2015 7:33 AM
To: Fairfield County Museum
Subject: Fwd: Fairfield County Mortgage Records in the SC State Archives

Pelham, Blaine Walker and Iare having difficulty getting access to the mortgage records he requires. Iwas told
at the courthouse that the records were in the archives. Perhaps it was a misunderstanding about dates and





maybe not. Perhaps you could call me and tell me what actions you think are most likelyto lead to access to
the mortgages. I could well understand that you might not wish to commit it to writing. Neither do II

Forwarded conversation
Subject: Fairfield County Mortgage Records in the SCState Archives

From: Blalne Walker <blaine54(5)windstream.net>

Date: Thu, Jan 1, 2015 at 3:58 PM

To: Steven White <stevenwl23(S)hotmail.com>. Steven White <elenchikos(5)gmail.com>

Steven,

Happy New Year! I hope your Christmas and New Year's festivities were great!

I received the copies of Andrew Blain's Estate papers you sent. The copies are excellent. I especially like the
distribution of money to all his sisters, etc.. I believe your decision not to try to photograph them and make
copies instead, was spot on.

After we lastcommunicated about December 20^^ Isent an e-mail inquiry to the Archives aboutthe Fairfield
County Mortgage Records based on what you learned regarding their supposed current location. I received a
reply from Wade Dorsey, a SCDA&H Reference Archivist, saying Fairfield County Records [Deeds after 1931 &
Mortgages after 1904] should be in the Courthouse. They are not in the SCDA&H Archival Collection. I have
pasted my e-mail exchange with Wade Dorsey below in case you need to reference something in the event
you make contact with anyone in Winnsboro.

Itried e-mailing Betty Jo Beckham, Clerk ofCourt Fairfield County on December 23'̂ '' and today. Both
messages bounced back as undeliverable with this message; Failed to deliver to 'bbeckham(5)fairfieldsc.com
LOCAL module reports: account is full (quota exceeded)

You have more experience in both the Archives and the Fairfield Courthouse. I am still quite interested in the
details for the 16 mortgages in the attachment I sent, but specifically on the 366 acre parcel. What do you
recommend as the next step?

May the New Year be filled with Blessings for you and your family!

Blaine

E-MAIL EXCHANGE WITH WADE DORSEY:

From: Dorsey, Wade
Sent: Monday, December 22, 2014 10:18 AM
To: blaine54@windstream.net

Subject: Fairfield County deeds & mortgages

Dear Mr. Walker,
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We do not have Fairfield County deeds & mortgages digitized, and are not online, at least not through our
agency. We hold the deeds on microfilm from 1785-1931 and mortgages 1872-1904 on microfilm.

Sincerely,

Wade H. Dorsey
Reference Archivist

S.C. Department of Archives & History

From: Blaine Walker rmailto:blaineS4@windstream.net1

Sent: Monday, December 22, 2014 11:21 AM
To: Dorsey, Wade
Subject: RE: Fairfield County deeds & mortgages

Mr. Dorsey,

Thank you for your reply.

We contacted the Fairfield County Courthouse about more recent mortgage records. They said the records
were no longer in the Courthouse and they had been placed in the State Archives. Is that an accurate
statement? Or were they just trying to get rid of me?

Blaine Walker

From: Dorsey, Wade
Sent: Monday, December 22, 2014 1:50 PM
To: Blaine Walker

Subject: RE: Fairfield County deeds & mortgages

Mr. Walker,

We do not have more recent Fairfield County deeds and mortgages in our archival collection. The original
deeds (and mortgages) more recent than about 1861, should be in the Courthouse. It is possible that we have
security copies on microfilm in a microfilm vault, but those records are merely copies of what is in the county
and only the county can request copies. They should have all of that material in Winnsboro.

Wade

From: Steven White <elenchikos@gmail.com>

Date: Fri, Jan 2, 2015 at 7:28 AM

To: Blaine Walker <blaine54@windstream.net>

Blaine, IJust read what you wrote. I was going to contact the archives before Iwent over there to make sure
they had the records. There are some things to consider concerning the situation in Winnsboro. I don't want
to put any of it in writing. I will try to call you sometime in the next couple of days and fill you in. Once you
understand the situation, we will have to put our heads together and decide how to proceed. I may contact a





friend of mine in Fairfieid County who is familiar with the situation and see whether she has any
recommendation about how best to get the required information. Iam unsure what to do at this moment.

Steven White

Steven White

Steven White



Genealogy Resource Library

From: Fairfield Museum [fairfieldmus@truvista.net]
Sent: Friday, January 02, 2015 11:33 AM
To: 'Steven White'
Cc: 'Suzanne Johnson'; 'Genealogy Resource Library'
Subject: RE: Fairfield County Mortgage Records in the SC State Archives

I think the county ledgers in the museum are partially iSnventoried for content. You may have to do some dusty
digging. Some are still in the attic. I don't think Suzanne was planning to go into the museum today, but she may have
some knowledge of what's there. The county has stashed a number of letter in various county buildings. And yes, I have
heard that someone must take you in to look at them.
Did you get to talk to Betty Jo? She should know the general content of the ledgers under their jurisdiction. I see that
Betty Jo's email address is wrong on the webpage. Try bettvio.beckham@fairfield.sc.gov. or
bettv.beckham(5)fairfield.sc.gov

Betty yet, call the court house via the county offices number 635-1415

From: Steven White [mailto:elenchikos@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, January 02, 2015 11:16 AM
To: Fairfield County Museum
Subject: Re: Fairfield County Mortgage Records in the SC State Archives

Ok, hope you feel better soon. If they don'thave any goodideas, I may ask you later whenyou are feeling
better. There might not be any good solution. I've learned in the past that someof the county's records are in the
annex and not directly accessible to the public. I was told someonewho works at the courthouse has to go
retrieve for one if one is to get access. I need some ideaof howto get that to happen. I'mnot surethat's where
the records are, but that is what I suspect.

On Fri, Jan 2, 2015 at 11:10 AM, Fairfield Museum <fairtieldmus@truvista.net> wrote:

Steve, Call Eddie at the museum 635=9811. I have the flu and can barely talk. I'll copy this to him and to Suzanne.

From: Steven White [mailto:elenchikos@amail.com1

Sent: Friday, January 02, 2015 7:33 AM
To: Fairfield County Museum
Subject: Fwd: Fairfield County Mortgage Records in the SC State Archives

Pelham, Blaine Walker and I are having difficulty getting access to the mortgage records he requires. 1was told
at the courthouse that the records were in the archives. Perhaps it was a misunderstanding about dates and
maybe not. Perhaps you could call me andtell me what actions youthinkare most likely to leadto access to the
mortgages. I could well understandthat you might not wish to commit it to writing.Neither do I!



Forwarded conversatioii
Subject: Fairfield County Mortgage Records in the SC State Archives

From: Blaine Walker <blaine54@windstream.net>

Date: Thu, Jan 1,2015 at 3:58 PM
To: Steven White <stevenwl23@.hotmail.com>. Steven White <elenchikos@.gmail.com>

Steven,

Happy New Year! I hope your Christmas and New Year's festivities were great!

I received the copies of Andrew Blain's Estate papers you sent. The copiesare excellent. I especially like the
distribution ofmoneyto all his sisters,etc.. I believeyour decision not to try to photographthem and make
copies instead, was spot on.

After we last communicated about December 20^ I sent ane-mail inquiry to the Archives about the Fairfield
County Mortgage Records based on what youlearned regarding theirsupposed current location. I received a
reply from Wade Dorsey, a SCDA&H Reference Archivist, saying Fairfield County Records [Deeds after 1931
& Mortgages after 1904] should be in the Courthouse. They are not in the SCDA&H Archival Collection. I
have pasted mye-mail exchange with Wade Dorsey below in case you need to reference something in theevent
you make contact with anyone in Winnsboro.

I tried e-mailing Betty Jo Beckham, Clerk ofCourt Fairfield County on December 23'̂ '̂ and today. Both
messages bounced backas undeliverable withthis message; Failed to deliver to 'bheckham(d).fairfieldsc.com
LOCAL module reports: account isfull (quota exceeded)

You have more experience in boththe Archives andthe Fairfield Courthouse. I am still quite interested in the
details for the 16mortgages in the attachment I sent,but specifically on the 366 acreparcel. What do you
recommend as the next step?

May the New Year be filled with Blessings for you and your family!

Blaine



E-MAIL EXCHANGE WITH WADE DORSEY:

From: Dorsey, Wade
Sent: Monday, December 22, 2014 10:18 AM
To: biaine54@windstream.net

Subject: Fairfieid County deeds & mortgages

Dear Mr. Walker,

We do not have Fairfieid County deeds & mortgages digitized, and are not online, at least not through our
agency. We hold the deeds on microfilm from 1785-1931 and mortgages 1872-1904 on microfilm.

Sincerely,

Wade H. Dorsey

Reference Archivist

S.C. Department ofArchives & History

From: Blaine Waiker rmailto:blaine54@windstream.netl
Sent: Monday, December 22, 2014 11:21 AM
To: Dorsey, Wade
Subject: RE: Fairfieid County deeds 8i mortgages

Mr. Dorsey,

Thank you for your reply.

We contacted the Fairfieid County Courthouse about more recent mortgage records. They saidthe records were
no longer in the Courthouse and they had been placed in the State Archives. Is thatan accurate statement? Or
were they just trying to get rid ofme?



Blaine Walker

From: Dorsey, Wade
Sent: Monday, December 22, 2014 1:50 PM
To: Blaine Walker

Subject: RE: Falrfield County deeds & mortgages

Mr. Walker,

We do not have more recent Fairfield Countydeeds and mortgages in our archival collection. The original
deeds (andmortgages) morerecentthan about 1861, should be in the Courthouse. It is possible that we have
security copieson microfilm in a microfilm vault, but those records are merely copiesof what is in the county
and only the countycan requestcopies. They shouldhave all of that material in Winnsboro.

Wade

From: Steven White <elenchikos@gmail.com>

Date: Fri, Jan 2, 2015 at 7:28 AM
To: Blaine Walker <blaine54@windstream.net>

Blaine, I just readwhatyouwrote. I wasgoing to contact the archives before I went overthere to make sure
they hadthe records. There are somethings to consider concerning the situation in Winnsboro. I don'twant to
put anyof it in writing. I will try to callyou sometime in the nextcouple of days and fill you in. Onceyou
understandthe situation,we will have to put our heads together and decide how to proceed. I may contact a
fnend of mine in Fairfield County who is familiar with the situation and see whether she has any
recommendation about how best to get the required information. I am unsure what to do at this moment.

Steven While



SteVen White

Steven White



Genealogy Resource Library

From: Genealogy Resource Library [fairfieidgenealogy@truvista.net]
Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2015 8:11 PM
To: 'Biaine Walker*

Subject: Your Research Request Status

Hello Biaine,

Your request is now number #11 of the 20 remaining request.

Thanks for your patience with us.

Apparently good news, the word must be out about us (see FYI below).
However, we are still supplied by a volunteer staff, with fewer and lesser hours over the
holidays.

As FYI: we use to get on average about 3 request per month, this past year our average was 20
request per month, 19 last month;

our walk-in visitors is up from January 2014, 110, this past year our average was 139
walk-ins per month, 158 last month;

out of state visitors is up from January 2014, 2, this past year our average was 14
out of state visitors per month, 11 last month.

We would love to provide our services at no cost and hope to one day be able to provide this
service.

However, at this time we are totally supported by volunteers and donations.
On our membership application you will see we provide a multiple of research tools and
supplies for researchers.
We are a 501-C3 society and all donations are tax deductible.
Normally, we encourage researchers to become members of our chapter (see website).
Members receive free priority research and free paper copies for their membership year.
For non-members, we normally charge $15 per request (3 hours) and $.10 per copies.

For our records would you please share any information you have updated on your family lines.
The information will be filed and made available in our family files.
This will aide to expedite future request for research and assist walk-in researchers.

Please let us know if you need any further assistance and feel free to call us to check the
status of your request.

Eddie

Eddie Killian

Fairfield County Genealogy Society, President
Fairfield County Genealogy Society Library Research Volunteer

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the
intended recipient(s) and
may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized use, review,
disclosure or distribution is

prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately and
delete and destroy all
copies of the original message.

Fairfield County Genealogy Society



Mail: Fairfield County Genealogy Society
P.O. Box 93

Winnsboro, SC 29180-0093
Library: 2nd Floor of the Fairfield County Museum

231 South Congress Street
Winnsboro, SC

Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10:00AM-5:00PM; (Lunch 12:30PM-1:30PM)
Monday or Saturday by appointment only
Volunteer staffed^ please call before coming

Phone: (803) 635-9811
Fax: (803) 815-9811
Email: mailto: f airfieldeenealogviQtruvista. net

Website: http://www.fairfieldgenealogical.ore

Meeting Date: Normally 3rd Thursday of the Month (usually at
museum)

Please check web site announcement page for latest details
http://www.fairfieldgenealogical.ore/announcements.htm

Projects: Research Library, Abandoned Cemeteries, DMA, Social Media, Community
Outreach

Officers: Please check web site officers page
http://www.fairfieldgenealogical.org/officers.htm

From: Steven White rmailto:elenchikos@amail.com1

Sent: Friday, January 02, 2015 7:33 AM
To: Fairfield County Museum
Subject: Fwd: Fairfield County Mortgage Records In the SC State Archives

Pelham, BlaineWalker and I are having difficulty getting access to the mortgage records he requires. I was told
at the courthouse that the records were in the archives. Perhaps it was a misunderstanding about dates and
maybenot. Perhaps you could call me and tell me what actionsyou think are most likely to lead to access to the
mortgages. I could well understand that you might not wish to commit it to writing. Neither do I!

Forwarded conversation
Subject: Fairfield County Mortgage Records in the SC State Archives

From: Blaine Walker <blaine54@windstream.net>

Date: Thu, Jan 1, 2015 at 3:58 PM
To: Steven White <stevenwl23@.hotmail.com>. Steven White <elenchikos@.gmail.com>

Steven,

Happy New Year! I hope your Christmas and New Year's festivities were great!

I received the copiesof AndrewBlain's Estatepapers you sent. The copiesare excellent. I especially like the
distributionofmoney to all his sisters, etc.. I believe your decision not to try to photograph them and make
copies instead, was spot on.



After we last communicated about December 20^"^ I sent ane-mail inquiry to the Archives about the Fairfield
County Mortgage Records based on what you learned regarding their supposed current location. I received a
reply from Wade Dorsey, a SCDA&H Reference Archivist, saying Fairfield County Records [Deeds after 1931
& Mortgages after 1904] should be in the Courthouse. They are not in the SCDA&H Archival Collection. I
have pasted my e-mail exchange with Wade Dorsey below in case you need to reference something in the event
you make contact with anyone in Winnsboro.

I tried e-mailing Betty Jo Beckham, Clerk ofCourt Fairfield County on December 23*^^ and today. Both
messages bouncedback as undeliverable with this message.' Failed to deliver to 'hbeckham(d^fairfieldsc.comV
LOCAL module reports: account isfull (quota exceeded)

You have more experience in boththe Archives andthe Fairfield Courthouse. I am still quite interested in the
details for the 16mortgages in the attachment I sent, but specifically on the 366 acreparcel. Whatdo you
recommend as the next step?

May the New Year be filled with Blessings for you and your family!

Blaine

E-MAIL EXCHANGE WITH WADE DORSEY:

From: Dorsey, Wade
Sent: Monday, December 22, 2014 10:18 AM
To: blaine54@windstream.net

Subject: Fairfield County deeds & mortgages

Dear Mr. Walker,

We do not have Fairfield County deeds & mortgages digitized, and are not online, at least not through our
agency. We hold the deeds on microfilm from 1785-1931 and mortgages 1872-1904on microfilm.



Sincerely,

Wade H. Dorsey

Reference Archivist

S.C. Department of Archives & History

From: Blaine Walker rmallto:blaine54@wlndstream.net1

Sent; Monday, December 22, 2014 11:21 AM
To; Dorsey, Wade
Subject; RE: Falrfield County deeds & mortgages

Mr. Dorsey,

Thank you for your reply.

Wecontacted the Fairfield County Courthouse aboutmorerecent mortgage records. They said the records were
no longer in the Courthouse and they had been placed in the State Archives. Is that an accurate statement? Or
were they just trying to get rid of me?

Blaine Walker

From; Dorsey, Wade
Sent; Monday, December 22, 2014 1:50 PM
To; Blaine Walker

Subject; RE: Fairfield County deeds & mortgages

Mr. Walker,

We do not have more recent Fairfield County deeds and mortgages in our archival collection. The original
deeds (and mortgages) more recent than about 1861, should be in the Courthouse. It is possible that we have

4



security copies on microfilm in a microfilm vault, but those records are merely copies ofwhat is in the county
and only the county can request copies. They should have all of that material in Winnsboro.

Wade

From: Steven White <elenchikos@,gmail.com>

Date: Fri, Jan 2, 2015 at 7:28 AM
To: Elaine Walker <blaine54@windstream.net>

Elaine, I just read what you wrote. I was going to contactthe archives before I went over there to make sure
they had the records. There are some things to consider concerning the situation in Winnsboro. I don't want to
put any of it in writing. I will try to call you sometime in the next coupleof days and fill you in. Once you
understandthe situation, we will have to put our heads together and decide how to proceed. I may contact a
friend ofmine in Fairfield County who is familiar with the situation and see whether she has any
recommendation about how best to get the required information. I am unsure what to do at this moment.

Steven White

Steven White


